this week, The Secret Admirer is: 
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Reality wears a dreamy skrim, and 
later this week you may find your- 
self in a drifty disposition. Find 
comfortable spots and let your 
mind wander where it will. It will 
come back with new inspiration. 


It's a good time to weave your en- 
ergy with other people who share 
common goals. Projects that are 
started right now have a pretty 
good chance of. successfully 
reaching completion. 


Don't be overly-modest. Claim 
the victories that. are yours and 
be honest when speaking of your 
abilities. Advertising yourself now 
could lead to a good opportunity 
in the coming weeks. 


Unmoored and untethered, your 
spirit longs to,travel and see 
something new. Setting a long- 
term plan for a vacation will be 
a pleasant thought to get you 
through low times coming up. 


Get ready for an extended run of 
feeling in tune with your body, be 
it a sexual awakening or a period 
of maintaining a satisfying work- 
out regime. Maybe you'll find a 
new super comfy way to sleep. 


The walls between you and other 
people are in flux. this week, and 
could resolidify either thicker of 
thinner than they were, depend- 
ing on how you proceed. Some- 
one wants to get closer to you. 
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You ever have one of those mo- 


You will get much more done this 
week if you trust others and del- 
egate certain tasks. Trying to do 
everything yourself could end di- 
sastrously. Accept an invitation for 
a small getaway 


Attention will follow you and stick 
to you a bit more often than usual 
this week. This could be a good 
or bad thing depending on what 
you're up to. Save-the crime and 
deceit for next week. 


You may find resonance with 
someone in a hitherto lonely area 
of your life. Maybe something 
your friends don't. know about 
you. Be receptive to guests and 
your home will benefit. 


Measure twice, cut once. Hash out 
your plans fully before acting this 
week lest you be plagued with 
false starts and double-backs. GPS 
navigation is temporarily unreli- 
able. If you travel, bring a map! 


You may learn something new 
about yourself this week. Perhaps 
a nebulous cluster of feelings and 
impulses will solidify into a solid 
value or belief that, uttered aloud, 
will teach you about yourself. 


Someone close to you is at an 
energetic ebb tide, and you may 
misread this as a lack-of enthusi- 
asm. Be understanding of where 
they are. You know in your heart 
that they care very deeply for you. 
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howling at you 
whenever 


Bike Alert 


Hey there, cyclists. there’s a type of 
bike theft that’s gaining momentum 
in a lot of cities around the country 
and we've received reports of it in 
Philadelphia. We debated for a long 
while if it would be a good idea to 
write about how it works, because 
you could of course go forth and use 
this knowledge to steal bikes, but we 
settled on sharing it because we think 
that the average Admirer reader is not 
likely to be such a person. So please 
don’t prove us wrong. It works like 
this. Someone finds a rack and cuts 
through the steel and puts a strip of 
electric tape around the cut so that it’s 
not visible immediately, then comes 
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On a lighter note, the Westboro 
Baptist Church headquarters in Kansas 
is a Pokemon gym. The way the game 
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back later to collect anything on the works is that a player can beat all the 
aaa nop rack. This allows thieves to do the other Pokemon at a gym, then theirs 
er a ae loud, suspicious work at night when — remains the champion until a stronger 
no one is around, considerably short- Pokemon beats it in a fight. The cur- 
ening their time actually getting it off rent reigning champion is a Clefairy 
the rack and out of sight. Check for named LOVEISLOVE that refuses to be 
tape on racks, and if you see a cut, pull overthrown. WBC has responded by 
the tape off and call the Bicycle Coali- training up a Jigglypuff that they in- 
tion of Greater Philadelphia at 215- tend to use to“deal with the sodomite 


ments where you're like, "I've 
been so wrong about so much 
for such a long time.'? Those mo- 
ments feel good. They feel good 
like you almost drowned and you 
passed out but then you came 
back and you're alive. So it sucked, 
cause you almost died and prob- 
ably lost some brain cells, but you 
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@ Albert Einstein was offered the presidency 
of a young Israel, but declined. @ Pope Greg- 
ory IX made an official papal decree that 
cats were evil and paid to have them exter- 
minated across Europe. This led to an over- 
population of bubonic plague-carrying rats 


iti pre paella el and ushered in the Black Death of the 14th BICYCLE. Clefairy.’ They have so far been unsuc- 
Ge accept Bee months later | century. @ Kim Jong-il composed 6 entire ; cessful in this ridiculous endeavor, 
and the racks are gone, and the | Operas while in office. @ Before alarm clocks, Tuesday Happenings and 2016 continues to vex and amuse 


us in increasingly strange ways. 


British city dwellers could higher a "knocker- 
Have you ever wanted a chance to 


seat is blown out, and the gears , 
up" to shoot dried peas through a straw at 


are fucked. But. It's your bike. And 


you got it back. their wi 
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participate in thwarting a Westboro 
Baptist Church protest but lacked the 
resources and time to travel out to the 
site? Well then you're in luck, because 
they’re bringing the noise to our very 
streets this coming Tuesday, July 26. 
Taking advantage of the media atten- 
tion on our city for the Democratic Na- 
tional Convention next week, they’re 
parking their van by the Mazzoni Cen- 
ter for Family and Community Medi- 
cine at 809 Locust St. This counter ef- 
fort is not a counter-protest per se, but 
more an act of solidarity and protec- 
tion. Come on out and meet some rad 
folks between 1 and 4pm. There'll be 
hundreds of us hanging out. Remem- 
ber not to engage them directly. They 
are quintessential trolls, and often 
fund their adventures with lawsuits on 
trumped up charges. Bring a cool sign! 


Wow. What do you think of that 
front page? It feels kind of like a news- 
paper almost. This used to kind of be 
a newspaper. What else is going on? 
Oh yeah, Flint, Michigan still does not 
have drinkable water and everyone 
stopped donating bottled water or 
even talking about it. Racial tension 
in the US is reaching a boil. Turkey is 
considering reintroducing the death 
penalty to kill thousands of military 
personnel and their supporters after 
a failed coup. The Amish are consid- 
ering voting en masse for Trump. Oh 
and this DNC is predicted to be abso- 
lute chaos. Protestors are gathering 
from far-flung corners for all kinds 
of reasons. Take care of yourself out 
there. And we promise to return to 
our regularly scheduled art nonsense 
next week. 
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Envelope? sg 2- Oh fuck, dude. That's amazing. 
sg 1- God | love this city. 

Septa Bus 

guy 1- You ever seen a cat? One of 
| them big cats? 

guy 2- No, and | don't want to. 

4 guy 1-|seen'em at the zoo; they have 
a nice temperament. 


EL Train 

guy on phone- | was totally up front 
with you about my (loud whispering) 
sexual thing. 
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Hey look a blank spot. How are you today? I'm okay. I'm gonna go see Ghost- 
busters with Holly Firesheets and her guy later on. So anyway if you would like 
to write some stuff, you probably can. It's nice to get some diversity in here. So 
you got a poem or something, maybe a short and frenetic personal essay? Well 
send it in. No promises. Gotta maintain quality control, but I'll sure consider it. 


To Nanci Nevins, Albert Moore and the rest of Sweetwater, 
The unsung geniuses, forgotten, but not neglected 
Let the music reign forever. 


The Crystal Spider 
by Herschel Vaitik 


The crystal spider in its pearly web 
In immortal delight 

Oh how fair are the silken strands 
Oh how the sun is bright 


~~ * The crystal spider mocks its prey 

With opal strands and silver strings 

And how gay is the light of day 

When it shines through the web and sings 


holly firesheets 
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is back! 


Let the sun shine through the glass of steel, 
Let the clouds dance on light 

Let the earth spin as | waste away 

On my bejeweled chariot day and night 
The crystal spider reposes in its grave 
For it is a shining knave 

Oh how fair are the silken strands 

Oh how the sun is bright 


So send in your menstrual-themed haiku to 


Oh web so fair, gliding the ai 
Wendy Otter at cornfair mail.com ba tg ala 


Like a chariot so bright 
Day in, you shine 
Day out, It is night 


Open to all folks. Printed anonymously in the 
Admirer every fourth or fifth week. Send in as 
many as you like. The crystal spider reposes in its grave 
For it is a shining knave 

Oh how fair are the silken strands 


' menstruation ain' ! 
Keuse struation ain't taboo Oh how the sun is bright 
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down 
1. Information collected for analyses 
2. This age follows Bronze 
3. What's happening 
4. Once again 
5. Refine the quality 
6. Besmirch 
7. Grave 
8. Live backwards 
9. Inspirer of wishes 
10. Difficulty speaking 
11. Quarrel 
12. Requirements 
13. Medicinal serving 
21. Twice-baked bread 
25. Partiality 
26. Option keys 
27. Doesn't actually live in the jungle 
28. Past subjunctive of be 
29. An intentional gathering 


across 
1. Monetary unit in Iraq and Libya 
6. Support structure 
10. Humorous, radius, ulna 
14. Sports venue 


16. World's best-selling cookie 
C17. Stand tall 
18. Radiate 
19. Matures 
20. Responsible 
22. This type of boy likes ska 
23. Pelt 
24. Over think 
26. At all moments 
30. Any habitation at a high altitude 
32. Assumes a resting position 
33. Fires pottery 
35. Negatively charged atom 
39. Organ locker 
41. Beyond prime . Permit 
42. Durable, twilled fabric . Extremes 
43. Contemptuous rictus . Bit 
44. Throw . Contains and adjusts the pupil 
46. Grain storage . Lasciviously stare 
47. Tropical bird . Illuminating gas 
49. Reduce 40. Verbal 
51. Unwavering 45. Dross 
54. Prohibit 48. Stops 
55. Mannerism that belies a secret . Teeth skin 
56. Consolidate . Synonym for 6 across 
63. Dwarf buffalo . Articulates with a mortise 
64. Red plastic party cup . Without company 
65. Type of eel . Excel 
66. Lasting quite awhile . An additional amount 
67. Therefore . Seaweed 
68. Ancient Roman magistrate . Means 
69. Centers on the patella . Operatic solo 
70. Where pieces are fused . Volley words 
“\ 71. Unwanted holes in a container . Contains 36 down 
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LAST 


TIME’S 


1- This state produces the most peaches annually. 

2- What type of animal isan ovine? 

3- What US city is known as the Gateway to the West? 

4- What number did the Bulls.retire to honor Michael Jordan? 

5- Which album spent arecord-breaking 736 weeks on the Billboard top 200 chart? 
ANSWERS ON BACK 
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JAM 


Someday you'll 


have a 3 arden. 


Someday you'll 


be home. 


